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past and forgotten for several centuries,
though revived in a few cases within the last
forty years. This right is merely one of
inquiry into the observance of the statutes,
and when (as in modern times) they are duly
observed the bishop has no more to say.
An interesting revival, rather than survival,
is the courteous desire, sometimes expressed
by bishops to-day, to consult their " greater
chapter/5 i.e., the residentiaries and prebend-
aries assembled together, on business of
importance.

But the old monasteries, including the
cathedral monasteries, were few in number
compared with the multitude of religious
houses that sprang up in England after the
Conquest. For the most part they were
endowed in a new way. The great primitive
houses, Bury St. Edmund's, Glastonbury,
Shaftesbury and the like, had received com-
pact blocks of land around their buildings.
It was no longer possible, now that England
was mofe or less settled and prosperous, to
endow monasteries with dozens of squaxe
miles in their own vicinity. Even Edward the
Confessor had had to find estates for West-
minster far away in Worcestershire and
Gloucestershire. But the founders after the
Conquest were usually more economical.